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between Socialists and Communists. On the Right the "national"
front was in complete confusion., and if the angry quarrels of the
leaders was any criterion the disunity here was quite as formal
as on the Left. That gave the ministry an appearance of true
constitutionalism as against Socialism on the one hand and multi-
form reaction on the other, while at the extremities there was
only frank revolutionism. In 1930 the cabinet-makers had no
intention whatever of destroying either the constitution or the
Republic; in a way they felt themselves the guardian of both,
and by good government they hoped to give the bloc a national
rather than a Reichstag majority. At present both majorities were
denied them, but they believed that during the interim when
quick solutions were needed that they would never be without
one. The action of the cabinet was on the whole to be anti-
Socialist, and it seemed reasonably clear that if Hugenberg took
action against it, that would not only result in a further Nationalist
split but would lead to a dissolution for which the extremists
on both wings were clamouring. If the omens were to be trusted,
the clamour arose from the conviction that an election would
greatly strengthen the Communists and the National Socialists,
and to strengthen either was hardly likely to be a policy to com-
mend itself to Hugenberg. Feeling that they had that redoubtable
adversary in a cleft stick, they felt that the ministry, for all the
fact that it could from its own parties count on barely two hundred
votes on a division, was in a very strong position which it had
only to consolidate. It was, in fact, the government that should
have been formed some months ago, and it was a good government.
But it came too late, and it would have needed a Stresemann at
its head to compensate for that loss of time that was fatal to it.
The cabinet lost no time in coming to grips with parliament.
The new chancellor was unpleasantly frank. He based its whole
claim to the Reichstag's support on the Presidential message of
a few days before appealing for national unity in a crisis, declaring
that its task was one of reconciliation in which all men of good
will ought to co-operate. To the details of the economic programme,
which was merely a slightly more drastic version of the preceding
ministry's plan and still failed to tackle the question of taxation.